
Dissent 
C19, Coral Gables FL, April 2-5, 2020 
 
Find the Call for Papers, Seminars, and other conference information at our conference website:  
https://c19conference.wordpress.com. 
 
Submissions are due by September 2, 2019 
 
General Guidelines: 
You cannot submit a proposal for more than one substantive role (presenting on a panel or 
roundtable, or submitting an individual paper).  This does not include chairs; you may serve as a 
panel or roundtable chair in addition to presenting elsewhere on the program. 
 
You are, however, welcome to submit an abstract  for one of our listed seminars AND for any of 
the substantive roles (individual paper, panel, or roundtable contribution).  Graduate students and 
early career / junior faculty are permitted to submit abstracts to two seminars, although you will 
only be able to participate in one.  You will be asked to rank your preferences after you have 
submitted your abstracts. 
  
To submit your abstract and paper title, please read the directions below and then follow the 
numbered steps to the left. You can always return to these instructions by clicking the "New 
Submission" toggle. If you are submitting both a proposal to participate in a seminar and an 
individual paper, panel, or roundtable contribution, return to Step 1 to pick a different “Format” 
for your second submission.  If you are submitting two seminar proposals, return to Step 1 to add 
a second submission on the “Seminar” track.  At the end of each step click “DONE.”   
 
At various points in the process, the software will ask you if you are a “Corresponding Author” 
and / or a “Presenting Author.”  Please check both boxes.  “Corresponding Authors” will have 
emails sent to them automatically by the system; “Presenting Authors” will appear in the 
conference program.  The only case in which you would check only one of these boxes is if you 
are presenting jointly-written work with co-authors who will not attend the conference.   
 
 
For Panels and Roundtables 
Each panel or roundtable will need to identify a chairperson.  Each presenter, including the chair, 
will need to log in and enter their information individually, including contact information, a short 
bio, an abstract, and the paper or presentation title.  IMPORTANT:  all paper and presentation 
titles need to be prefixed with the chair’s last name (followed by a hyphen) so we can group 
them together for the purpose of review.  For example, if Meredith McGill is presenting a paper 
on a panel chaired by Jennifer James, her paper title would read as follows:  
 
James-“Copyright and Poetry in the Antebellum US.” The proper syntax for paper titles that are 
part of panels and roundtables is: Chair’s surname-“Paper Title” 
 
We require titles and short abstracts from all participants in panels and roundtables.  These 
abstracts will be available on the digital version of the conference program.  



Panel and roundtable chairs will be asked to submit a short abstract (no more than 100 words) 
describing the subject of the session.  Chairs will also need to fill out a brief information form 
listing the names of presenters in the order in which they should appear in the program.  A link to 
this form will be sent to you by email after you have submitted your proposal.   
 
If you are serving as a panel or roundtable chair and are also giving a paper on the panel you are 
chairing, you need only upload your own paper title and abstract in Step 2 and indicate that you 
are the panel chair; you will be asked for information regarding the panel itself after you have 
submitted your own abstract (Step 6).   
 
If you are serving as a chair only, in Step 2 (when you are asked for title and abstract) please list 
the panel or roundtable title after your name in the box that asks for your paper title.  The proper 
syntax for panel and roundtable titles is:  Chair’s surname-Panel title.  In Step 2, write “no 
abstract” where it asks for a paper abstract; you’ll have the opportunity to add the Panel Abstract 
in Step 6.  
 
If you are serving as a respondent only, when you get to Step 2 please write “Respondent” in the 
box that asks for a paper title and “no abstract” in the box that asks for an abstract. 
 
Step 1: Format Choose the "Panels" format. 
Step 2: Title and Abstract Your paper title should begin with your panel chair’s surname 
followed by a hyphen and your paper title enclosed in quotation marks:  Chair’s surname-“Paper 
title” 
Your abstract should be no longer than 300 words. 
If you are chairing a panel or roundtable for which you are NOT giving a paper, please enter the 
name of the panel or roundtable in the title box preceded by your surname (Chair’s surname-
Panel title), and write “no abstract” in the abstract box. 
If you are serving as a respondent, write “Respondent” in the paper title box and “no abstract” in 
the abstract box. 
Step 3: Authors This section asks you to indicate whether or not you are a graduate student, and 
to fill in your institutional affiliation.  Please also indicate if you would be willing to serve as a 
chair for another panel.  If you are the sole author / presenter of this paper, please skip to the next 
step. 
Step 4: Biography Please supply a brief biography of no more than 100 words.  
Step 5: Topics Check the “Panels” box.   
Step 6:  If you are not the panel or roundtable chair, please skip this step and simply click 
DONE.  If you are serving as chair, please provide the panel name and a short description of the 
panel topic. Please click “DONE” to submit.  Until you click DONE at the bottom of the 
screen you will NOT have submitted your abstract. 
 
You should receive an email 15 minutes after you click “DONE” confirming that your 
submission has been completed. 
 
For Individual Papers 
Step 1: Format Choose the "Individual Paper" format. 



Step 2: Title and Abstract Paper title in the “Title” box.  Your abstract should be no longer than 
300 words.  
Step 3: Authors This section asks you to indicate whether or not you are a graduate student, and 
to fill in your institutional affiliation.  Please also indicate if you would be willing to serve as a 
chair for another panel.  If you are the sole author / presenter of this paper, please skip to the next 
step. 
Step 4: Biography Brief bio not to exceed 100 words.  
Step 5: Topics Check the “Individual papers” box. 
Step 6:  Please skip this step, which is for panel and roundtables only, and click “DONE” to 
submit.  Until you click DONE at the bottom of the screen you will NOT have submitted 
your abstract. 
 
You should receive an email 15 minutes after you click “DONE” confirming that your 
submission has been completed. 
 
 
For Seminars 
Step 1: Format Choose the "Seminar format. IMPORTANT: you will have the opportunity to 
select your choice of Seminar in Step 5, Topics. 
Step 2: Title and Abstract Seminars will require you to pre-circulate a short (5-page) paper a 
month before the conference. For now, please submit the title and abstract of the paper you 
would like to circulate next March.  Abstracts should not exceed 300 words.  
Step 3: Authors This section asks you to indicate whether or not you are a graduate student, and 
to fill in your institutional affiliation.  Please also indicate if you would be willing to serve as a 
chair for another panel.  If you are the sole author / presenter of this paper, please skip to the next 
step.  
Step 4: Biography Brief bio not to exceed 100 words.  
Step 5: Topics Choose the proper Seminar Topic from the list and click “DONE” to 
submit. Until you click DONE at the bottom of the screen you will NOT have submitted 
your proposal. 
 
You should receive an email 15 minutes after you click “DONE” confirming that your 
submission has been completed. 
 
Your confirmation email will include a link to a form that will ask those who have applied to 
more than one seminar to rank them by preference.  Please don’t forget this step!  It will be 
important in the event you are accepted into more than one seminar, since attendees may only 
participate in one. 
 
 
Queries about submissions and formats should be addressed to C19 Program Chair Jennifer 
James at programchairc192020@gmail.com or to President Meredith McGill 
at mlmcgill@english.rutgers.edu. These addresses are not for technical problems. 
 
For technical problems please click “Support” at the bottom of the screen. 
 



For further information about the conference, including seminar descriptions, please visit 
our conference website:  https://c19conference.wordpress.com. 


